
Progression in Phonics at St Mary’s Academy     
 

Links to EYFS- Early Learning Goals 

Reading Writing  

* Reads and understands simple sentences. 
* Uses phonic knowledge to decode regular words and read them aloud 
accurately.  
* Read some common irregular words.  
* Demonstrate understanding when talking with others about what they have 
read. 

* Use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their 
spoken sounds.  
* Writes some irregular common words.  
* Writes simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others.  
* Some words are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible. 

 

Year 1 National Curriculum Expectations  

Word Reading Writing- Transcription   

* Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words.  
* Respond readily with the correct sound to graphemes (letters or groups of 
letters) for all 40+ phonemes, including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes.  
* Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words containing GPCs that 
have been taught.  
* Read common exception words, noting unusual correspondences between 
spelling and sound and where these occur in the word.  
* Read words containing taught GPCs and -s, -es, -ing, -ed, -er and -est endings.  
* Read other words of more than one syllable that contain taught GPCs.  
* Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], and understand that 
the apostrophe represents the omitted letter(s). 
* Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their developing phonic 
knowledge and that do not require them to use other strategies to work out words.  
* Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 
 

* Write words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught.  
* Spell common exception words.  
* Spell the days of the week.  
* Name the letters of the alphabet.  
* Naming the letters of the alphabet in order.  
* Using letter names to distinguish between alternative spellings of the same 
sound.  
* Add prefixes and suffixes using:  
• the spelling rule for adding -s or -es as the plural marker for nouns and the third 
person singular marker for verbs;  
• the prefix un-;  
• -ing, -ed, -er and -est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words, 
e.g. helping, helped, helper, eating, quicker, quickest.  
* Apply simple spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1. 
* Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words 
using the GPCs and common exception words taught so far. 
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Year 2 National Curriculum Expectations  

Reading- Recognition  Writing- Transcription   

* Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until 
automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent.  
* Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the graphemes 
taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for graphemes.  
* Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same graphemes 
as above.  
* Read words containing common suffixes.  
* Read further common exception words, noting unusual correspondences 
between spelling and sound and where these occur in the word.  
* Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt sounding and blending, 
when they have been frequently encountered.  
* Read aloud books closely matched to their improving phonic knowledge, 
sounding out unfamiliar words accurately, automatically and without undue 
hesitation.  
* Re-read these books to build up their fluency and confidence in word reading. 

* Spell by segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by 
graphemes, spelling many correctly.  
* Spelling learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings 
are already known, and learn some words with each spelling, including a few 
common homophones.  
* Spell common exception words.  
* Spell more words with contracted forms.  
* Spelling using the possessive apostrophe (singular), for example, the girl’s book.  
* Distinguish between homophones and near-homophones.  
* Add suffixes to spell longer words, including -ment, -ness, -ful, -less, -ly. h Apply 
spelling rules and guidance, as listed in English Appendix 1.  
* Write from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words 
using the GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far. 
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 Nursery Reception 

  Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Expected 

Learning 

Phase 1 Letters and Sounds Autumn 1-  

Phase 1- 

Aspect 7 

Autumn 2 –  

Phase 2- 

s, a, t, p, I, n, m, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, 

u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, ss 

Phase 3 

J, v, w, x, y, z, zz, qu, ch, sh, th, 

ng, ai, ee, igh, oa, oo, ar, or, ur, 

ow, oi, ear, air, ure, er 

Phase 4 

Curriculum 

Link 

See above 

Sessions Sessions will happen in small 

groups and during continuous 

provision.. 

Phonics is taught daily between 12:40-1:10. Children are split into 7 ability groups. Most children are in 

their own classes. Teaching assistants take the larger groups and teachers teach the smaller groups to 

support children in catching up quickly with their peers. All groups follow the same planning and use the 

same resources but they can be adapted for the needs of the pupils in the group. All lessons follow the 

same 4 part structure followed by a 10 minute paired reading sessions of fully decodable books that 

focus on the phoneme taught.  

Assessment Teacher assessment 

following the Foundation 

Stage assessment routines. 

Children are assessed each half term, using the St Mary’s phonics assessment sheets. Year 1 

children are also assessed each half term using previous phonics screening materials. If pupils 

move groups, the new group teacher will be given the child’s assessment sheet to identify gaps 

in knowledge. Children can move groups in between assessment weeks if appropriate. 

Assessment scores are recorded on Arbor and are reviews by the phonics lead each half term 

who will organise the groupings based on results.  
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 Year 1 Year 2 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Expected 

Learning 

Phase 5 

 

Phase 5 Phase 5 Autumn 1- 

Revision of all 

sounds Phase 2- 

Phase 5 including 

greater focus on 

segmenting for 

writing with sound 

families 

Autumn 2- 

Phase 6 

Year 2 spelling 

patterns 

Year 2 spelling 

patterns 

Curriculum 

Link 

See above 

Sessions Phonics is taught daily between 12:40-1:10. Children are split into 7 ability groups. Most children are in their own classes. Teaching 

assistants take the larger groups and teachers teach the smaller groups to support children in catching up quickly with their peers. All 

groups follow the same planning and use the same resources but they can be adapted for the needs of the pupils in the group. All lessons 

follow the same 4 part structure followed by a 10 minute paired reading sessions of fully decodable books that focus on the phoneme 

taught.  

Assessment Children are assessed each half term, using the St Mary’s phonics assessment sheets. Year 1 children are also assessed each 

half term using previous phonics screening materials. If pupils move groups, the new group teacher will be given the child’s 

assessment sheet to identify gaps in knowledge. Children can move groups in between assessment weeks if appropriate. 

Assessment scores are recorded on Arbor and are reviews by the phonics lead each half term who will organise the groupings 

based on results. 


